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Unit 7b: Orthodox and Roman Catholic
Texts--Societal Implications

Objectives

At the end of this unit, you wll

Be aware of the following

Serbi an Orthodox fusion of church-state
under st andi ng

| npact of Serbian Orthodox nonasteries as
repositories of Serb literature and culture
Greek mssion efforts instrunental in
converting many Slavs to Christianity

Positive influence of Roman Catholic priests in
formul ati on of Croatian | anguage and cul ture

| npassi oned, enotion-|laden rhetoric so often
characterizing discussions of the 1991-1995 war
in the fornmer Yugoslavia

ldentify
Macedoni an Ot hodox - Liturgy
Chur ch - Relic
Ban Kulin - Canoni zati on
Patriarch Pavle - Sl ava
Radovan Kar adzic - Archbi shop
Herm t St epi nac
Monastic comuni ties - Counter-
Cyril and Met hodi us Ref ormat i on

Pope John Paul |
Realize

Marshal Tito's role in establishing the
Macedoni an Ot hodox church in 1958

Controversial nature of church-state roles in
Ser bi a and Macedoni a
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Unit 7b: Orthodox and Roman Catholic
Texts--Societal Implications

This unit focuses on Orthodox and Roman Catholic
t hought and practice as applied to society and politics
of Central/South Central Europe (SCE). It addresses
sel ected aspects of church/state relations, nonastic
communi ties, mssion enphasis and saints. The final
section treats the question in what way the current
conflict is a “religious war.”

1. Orthodox Practice

a. Church/state relations while historic United
States policy sees a clear and distinct |ine between
church and state, other areas of the world often have
no such cl ear denmarcation

Ort hodoxy, especially as practiced
in Serbia and Macedoni a, fuses together
the two. To be religious is to be
politically involved. G tizenship and
church identity go hand in hand. Even if
a person sel dom attends divine services,
yet holds to the Orthodox faith, he or
she consi der thensel ves devoted fol |l owers
and good citizens.

Hi story of the SCE region denonstrates this
church-state affinity. Though not officially
recogni zed as a legitimte body, Marshal Tito hel ped
establish Macedonia s Othodox Church in 1958. So
cl ose was the church-state association that atheistic
Yugosl av Communi sts sought to weaken the power of the
Serbi an Orthodox church and give credibility to the
new y established “Macedoni an” nation by supporting
Macedoni an Ort hodox aut onony.

Church | eaders, fromBan Kulin, the twelfth
century Bosni an | eader who enbraced Bogom | thought for
atime, to current Serbia’s Patriarch Pavle, often
beconme enbroiled in controversy resulting froma cl ose
identification with the state.
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I ndicted war crimnal, formner
Bosni an Serb president Radovan
Kar adzi ¢ (rah-DOH vahn KAHR- ah-
jeech), is called by sone Othodox
“St. Karadzic,” and seen to be a
good and decent nan.

A 1995 issue of Svetigora, the official Serbian
Ot hodox publication of the diocese of Mntenegro,
featured Karadzic in conpany with the patriarchs of
Moscow and Bel grade. The acconpanying interview
rel ated how Karadzic “clains the direct guidance of the
Holy Spirit in all his political decision and urges the
political involvenent of the Orthodox Church in the
life of Serbians everywhere.” (Paul Mjzes, “The Pro-
Serb Montenegrins,” Christian Century, 13 Dec 1995, p.
1205) .

b. Monasteries Mnks and nuns Separate
t hensel ves fromworldly concerns and devote their |ives
to contenplation and service of God. The strong
Ot hodox nonastic tradition allows each nonastic
community to set its own rules.

Bot h individual (hermts) and
communal nonastic forns are
prevalent. A contenplative life of
prayer and study for nonks and
nuns--rather than orders of service
(l'i ke Mother Teresa's Sister’s of
Charity)--is the Orthodox aim

Monasteries in the Serbian Orthodox tradition over
ti me becanme repositories of Serbian literature and
culture. Sone go so far as to say “It is in the
nonasteries that the identity of the Serbian nation has
been forged, nurtured and zeal ously guarded.” (Chris
Hedges, New York Tines, 10 Nov 1997, p. A4).
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Monasteri es preserve sone of SCE s nost treasured
frescos, paintings, statues and architecture. |In the
nost recent conflict, religious nonunents and
nonasteri es becane prinme targets for bonbs, artillery
proi ectiles and overal |l destruction.

C. Missions In the ninth
century, the Geek brothers Cyri
(SI HR-ahl) and Met hodi us (mah- THOO-
dee-ahs) were instrunental in
converting many Slavs to O'thodox
Christianity. These brothers hel ped
create the G agolitic (glag-ah-LIHT-
i hk) al phabet, a forerunner of
Cyrillic. Historically, mssionary
activity received great enphasis in
the Orthodox tradition. Currently,
few wel | -known m ssion activities
wor | dwi de occur.

d. Saints Identified persons, who are treated
with reverence and awe by neans of a liturgy (a ritual
of public worship), are saints. Canonization is the
process by which churches recogni ze whi ch persons
beconme such venerated individuals. Saints becone
nodel s of the Christian |ife and are intercessors for
the faithful’'s prayers. Shrines, which may hold the
remai ns of saints (relics), are also held in high
regard.

Feasts (sl ava, “slah-vah”)
hel d in honor of patron saints
becone occasi ons of great cerenony
and celebration. Wthin Serbia
and Macedonia, famlies all have
their owm identified saints. Sone
ant hr opol ogi sts see sai nt
veneration in the SCE as a
conti nuation of ancient pagan
rites and festivities.
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2. Roman Catholic Thought and Practice

a. Church/state relations The influential text
Religion and Politics describes relations between
Tito's Communi st state and the Roman Cat holic Church
“Peaceful coexistence” identifies practice since the
deat h of Archbi shop Stepinac in 1960. The follow ng
post 1960 events indicate the uneasy state of relations
bet ween Catholic and nationalistic |eadership.

(1) Re-establishment of diplomatic relations In
1970, the Vatican and Yugoslavia' s governnment re-
establ i shed channels for dial ogue and recognition.
Marshal Tito visited wth Pope Paul VI in 1971

(2) Nationalistic sentiments In the 1980s,
Roman Cat holic Cardinal Franjo Kuharic (frahn-yo koo-
hahr - eets) supported the rehabilitation of Cardinal
Stepinac. This support, conbined with (a) church
contacts with Croatians abroad, (b) apparent approval
of antigovernnent denonstrations on Christmas Eve,
1984, and (c) the growh of a dissident novenent--due
in part to econom cs--supported by a nunber of priests
and lay activists, increased tensions.

(3) Human rights issues Assertiveness by
Catholic hierarchy to human rights issues also surfaced
in the 1980s.

In 1980, Archbishop Joze
Pogacni k (yo-zeh po-gahts-neek) of
Lj ubl jana (Iyoo-blyah-nah) and a
nunber of Catholic intellectuals
demanded rel ease of all politica
prisoners. |In 1982, theol ogi ans at
Zagreb University held an
i nternational conference on human
rights, despite governnent
opposition. The Church responded
decisively to false crimna
proceedi ngs agai nst Sl ovene priests
and nonks in the late 1980s. The
state answered with repressive
measur es.
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(4) Current realities The Croatian constitution
provi des freedom of religion

According to the U S. State Departnent Report on
Rel i gi ous Freedom “Religion as a reflection of
ethnicity...is often used to identify non-Croat,
particularly Serbs and Bosni aks, who experience
discrimnation in citizenship, enploynent,
adm ni stration of justice, and housing. The close
identification of religion with ethnicity sonetines
causes religious institutions to becone targets of
vi ol ence...a Catholic church in Eastern Slavonia was
attacked by a Serb nob during its Christmas services,
whi ch were attended by a group of ethnic Croats.”

In Bosnia, Catholic Cardinal Vinko Puljic (veen-ko
pool -yeets) advocates an i ndependent, rmulticultural
Bosnia, where Muslinms, Catholics, Othodox and Jew sh
citizens alike can live together. According to news
reports in the Christian Century (28 Feb 1996),

Cardinal Puljic receives w despread support from many
religious factions in Sarajevo.

b. Monasteries

Thr oughout the forner
Yugosl avia, Roman Catholic
nmonasteries historically served as
oasis of culture. They often
preserved Sl oveni an and Croati an
ways of life in the mdst of
i nvasi ons, novenents of people and
unrest. As nentioned in previous
units, the work of educated Catholic
priests served to solidify |anguage,
initiate and preserve schol arshi p,
and educate the everyday citizen.

In Dal matia, Roman Catholic Franci scan, Dom ni can
and Benedictine orders continue to | eave their inpact
t hrough schools, libraries and archives. In Al bania
under Otoman rule and prior to Wrld War I1,

Franci scans and Jesuits ran schools. They often took
an active role in ending feuds and di sturbances anong
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the people, based in part on the belief by citizenry
that they were sent by the Pope and had authority to
best ow or take away God’ s generational bl essings on

famlies.

c. Missions Events during the Counter-
Ref ormati on (the novenent within the Catholic Church
followng the Protestant Reformation in the 16th
century) significantly enhanced cultural devel opnent in
Croatia. Jesuit priests--often serving as m ssionaries
to the Croatian peopl es--founded schools, and hel ped
shape the Croatian literary heritage through published
grammars, a dictionary and religious books.

d. Saints Feast days to saints, acconpani ed by
bonfires and village processi ons, are occasions for
festivity and celebration in many parts of Croatian
society. St. George’'s and St. John’s Days becone,
along with other renenbrances, rituals to protect
people, fields and cattle as well as pronoting
fertility.

3. The 1991-1995 Conflict--A Religious War?

| npassi oned, enotion-| aden
rhetoric can characterize
di scussi ons concerning roots of the
conflict in Bosnia and Herzegovi na.
Fear, hatred, bigotry and ignorance
proj ect superficial analysis and
one sided responses. Causes of the
war cannot be reduced to sinplistic
causes.

This section surveys three responses to the
“Rel i gious War?” question--(1) religion as fuel for
passions; (2) religious | eaders who condemm the war;
and (3) religion as healing balmfor reconciliation.
Thr oughout, the tenpered anal ysis of Paul Mjzes is
instructive. In his book Yugoslavian Inferno, this
religious studies teacher at Rosenont College in
Pennsyl vani a argues that...
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“the concrete historical enbodi nents of religions
in the Bal kans did contribute religious traits to the
present [1994] warfare, usually in conbination with
et hni ¢ and ot her aspects. Wile not every religious
person or |eader there is inplicated in barbaric
behavior, the regretful fact is that many individuals
and groups have sanctioned and ‘sanctified these wars”
(p. 126).

a. Religion as fuel for passions Professor
Sanmuel Huntington, in his controversial but insightful
book, The Clash of Civilizations and the Renaki ng of
Wrld Order, argues, in part, that the religious
di rensions of the conflict play a great part in the
ethnic strife.

Croati ans saw thensel ves as guardi ans of Western
val ues against intrusions of Orthodox and Islamc faith
and practice. Serbs identified their enemes as “the
Vatican,” “lslamc fundanentalists,” and “infanous
Turks” who have threatened Christianity throughout
hi story.

Bosni aks saw t hensel ves as
victinms of genocide, ignored because
of their religion and deserving of
Musl i mworld support. The struggle
becane defined by three faiths--Roman
Cat holicism Eastern Othodoxy and
Islam Wites Huntington, “All the
parties to, and nost outside observers
of , the Yugoslav wars thus cane to see
them as religious and ethnoreligious
wars” (p. 271).

WY

Paul Mojzes anplifies this “religion as fuel for
passion” argunent. In a 4 Nov 1992 article entitled
“The Reign of ‘Ethnos’: Wio's to Bl ane in Yugosl avi a?”
(Christian Century), Mjzes wites that people who had
only a nomnal interest in their faith wuld becone
har dened- - maki ng absurd and of f ensi ve charges agai nst
ot her faiths.
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“Thus the war has becone a religious war, espoused
by people with only the vaguest notions of their
religion and fought by people with practically no noral
restraints inposed by their religions” (p. 97).

b. Religious leaders who condemn the war

Patriarch Paul | of the
Serbi an Orthodox Church and
Cardi nal Franjo Kuharic of the
Roman Cat holi ¢ Bi shops’ Conference
hel d a series of neetings during
1991-1992 in Serbia, Croatia, and
Switzerland. Qut of the 1992
Ceneva neeting cane a
straightforward statenent. The
appeal , based upon their spiritua
position and noral responsibility,
demanded

(1) an i mredi ate cessation of al
hostilities, bloodshed and destruction;

(2) liberation of all prisoners of war,
host ages, and those incarcerated during the war;

(3) cessation of ethnic cleansing;

(4) return of refugees and deportees, with
free access to their people by respective religious
| eaders;

(5) that normal communi cations and
possibilities for free novenent/settl enent of peoples
begi n; and

(6) that the suffering receive undi sturbed
and equal access to humanitarian aid.

In 1995, Zagreb’s Roman Cat holic Cardinal Franjo
Kuharic, in a letter to Bosnian and Croatian
| eadershi p, further denounced extrem sts and Croatian
nationalists who were intent on creating ethnically
honogeneous Bosni an Croat areas.
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The Worl d Council of
Chur ches’ Comm ssi on of Churches
on International Affairs--Unit on
Justice, Peace and Creation,
stated “The civil war in Bosnia-
Her zegovi na was, is and renains
an abom nati on against all that
is good, true and beautiful. It
is the triunph of fear and hatred
over love and justice, of bigotry
and i gnorance over cooperation
and under st andi ng, of power and
real politick over reason and
morality” (Tragedy of Bosnia, p.
43).

Yet, in spite of these unified religious
pronouncenents, no one |eader “has energed with a
Christlike, Ghandian, or Martin Luther King, Jr. type
of strategy for resisting evil” (Yugosl avian I|nferno,
p. 149).

c. Religion as healing balm for reconciliation
On 13 April 1997, Pope John Paul 1l visited Sarajevo,
where he net with 35,000 worshi pers gathered in Kosevo
(KOH seh-voh) stadiumto cel ebrate mass. As part of
his historic visit, the Pope net with religious |eaders
of Bosnia' s major factions, offering all the nessage of
reconciliation and forgiveness.

The World Council of Churches’ Comm ssion of the
Churches on International Affairs also chall enges the
religious communities of this war torn region. “If
peace does finally cone to Bosni a- Her zegovi na, the work
of the churches wll have only begun. Fear, anger and
mourning will have to be repl aced by healing,
reconciliation and reconstruction” (Tragedy of Bosni a,

p. 9).

218



Unit 7b: Orthodox and Roman Catholic Texts--Societal Implications

Vocabulary List: Orthodox and Roman Catholic
Texts: Societal Implications

Ban Kulin (1180-1204) 12th century Bosni an nobl e/ | eader who
enbraced Bogom | thought for a tinme then recanted under
torture.

Canonization Process by which Catholic or Othodox churches
i nfuse sai nthood on a person

Counter-Reformation Mvenent for reform and entrenchment
wi thin the Roman Catholic Church follow ng the 16th
century Protestant Reformation

Cyril and Methodius 9th century Geek brothers who served
as mssionaries to bring many Slavs to the O'thodox
faith. They hel ped create the dagolitic al phabet, a
forerunner of Cyrillic.

Hermit person who lives a solitary, withdrawn life due to
religious persuasion

Karadzic, Radovan (KAHR-ah-jeech, rah-DOH vahn) For ner
Bosni an Serb president, convicted war crimnal, and
| eader who still influences Bosnian politics.

Liturgy Set formof public worship or ritual

Macedonian Orthodox Church (M) o thodox Church in
Macedoni a, not officially recognized within worldw de
Orthodox circles due to its suspect origins. |In 1958,
Marshal Tito sought to reduce Serbian O'thodox power and
pronote the Macedoni an aut onony through establishnent of
t he MOC.

Monastic communitieS Gatherings of nonks or nuns who
separate thenselves fromsociety at |large to devote
t hensel ves to contenpl ation and service of God.

Patriarch Pavle current head of the Serbian Ot hodox
Chur ch

219



Unit 7b: Orthodox and Roman Catholic Texts--Societal Implications

Pope John Paul Il current Roman Catholic Pope who visited
Sarajevo in April 1997, gathering worshippers together
to celebrate mass. Reconciliation and forgiveness were
the themes of his homly.

Relic survi vi ng nenorial, fragnents, souvenir, or nenento of
a saint, martyr or sacred person

Slava (sl ah-vah) Feasts held in honor of patron Othodox
saints

Stepinac, Archbishop Alojzije Roman Catholic archbi shop of
Zagreb who was arrested and tried by the Tito governnent in
1946. Partially out of retribution for wartine atrocities,
the arrest, inprisonnment and eventual rehabilitation (at his
death in 1961) of Stepinac focused the uneasy state of
rel ati ons between the Tito government and the Roman Catholic
Chur ch.

“Let off sone steam”
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Review Quiz: Orthodox and Roman Catholic
Texts- Societal Implications

Part 1--Fill in the blanks Fii11 in the

bl anks with the nost correct word i mredi ately
followng this section. Not all words |isted
wll be used.

(1D is the process whereby a person is nmade a

saint. Saints are often venerated (respected and revered)

t hrough a (2) said in their honor. At tines,

their remains or (3) are honored in shrines.

Feasts held in honor of patron saints, called (4) :

are tinmes of cerenony and cel ebration
The uneasy church-state tension within the Bal kans is seen
in the respect sonme Serbian Othodox followers give

(5) . Also many view the formation of the

(6) Orthodox Church by Marshal Tito as a

political, pragmatic opportunity with little religious
under pi nni ng.
The current |eader of Serbia' s Orthodox Church is Patriarch

(7) . (8) , a 12th century Bosni an

| eader, enbraced Bogom | thought for a tine.

(9) and Met hodius, two G eek Othodox

m ssionaries, did nuch to convert the Slavs to Christianity.
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(10) communities often serve as repositories of

Ot hodox and Ronman Catholic cul ture.

Ban Kulin Cyril Pavl e Monasteri es
Li turgy relic Sl ava Macedoni an
Canoni zati on Radovan Kar adzic

Part 2—-Mu|tip|e Choice piace the letter of
the nost correct answer in the blank provided.

1. For many Ot hodox Eastern Serbs, one is a devoted

a. only if you attend divine services every week.
b. even if you seldom attend divine services.
c. if acitizen of Serbia.

2. Most Serbian Orthodox nonasteries are dedicated to
a. a contenplative life of prayer and study.
b. arigorous life of service to the outside world.
c. pronmote nationalistic principles.

3. Hi storically, sonme of SCE s nost beautiful paintings,

art and architecture was found in

a. universities and librari es.
b. nonasteries and churches.
c. state-financed dipl omat hones.

4. Sl ava cel ebrations, honoring patron saints, within

Serbi a and Macedonia are mainly
a. nationw de holidays.

b. famly cel ebrations.
c. hermt liturgies.
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5. A key figure in Tito s relationship wth the Roman

Catholic Church is

a. Patri arch Pavl e.
b. VIl ade Divac.
c. Archbi shop Stepinac.

6. The current Bosnian cardinal, Vinko Puljic, advocates
a. separate Muslim Catholic, Othodox and Jew sh
settlenments within Bosnia.
b. an independent, nulti-cultural Bosni a.
c. a state supported Catholic Church in Bosni a.

7. In Al bania prior to Wrld War 11, Roman Catholic

Franci scan and Jesuit orders

a. ran schools and settled feuds.
b. retreated into Croatia because of all the clan rivalry.
c. had little inpact on culture and society.

8. Much popul ar di scussion concerning the religious nature

of the 1991-1995 SCE conflict is

a. narrowed, thoughtful analysis.

b. inpassioned, enotion-|laden and heavily biased.

C. nonexistent as religion doesn’'t interfere with
nationalistic identity.

9. Paul Mbjzes, in his book Yugosl avian | nferno argues

a. for the conplete religious nature of the 1992-1995
conflict.

b. that religion, ethnic and other aspects of culture al
pl ayed a role in the 1992-1995 war.

c. that religion played only a mnor role in the 1992-1995
conflict.

10. Prof essor Sanuel Huntington argues that, throughout the

wor | d di mrensions of cultures play a great part in

a. economnc
b. religious
C. artistic
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Texts: Societal Implications
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Wei ngartner, Erich ed. Tragedy of Bosnia. New York: Conmm ssion
of Churches on International Affairs, Unit on Justice, Peace
and Creation, Wrld Council of Churches, 1994.

Resources for Further Study

Christian Century. “Mislins, Christians issue appeal in Bosnia.”
7-14 Jan 1998, pp. 11-12.

Moj zes, Paul. Religion and the War in Bosnia. Atlanta, Georgia:
Schol ars Press 1998.

Seventeen scholars, froma w de variety of perspectives--
Muslim Othodox, Catholic, Protestant, Jew sh and secul ar- -
exam ne the role of religion in the war in Bosnia and

Her zegovi na.
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“I't is not the dangerous days of battle which nost strongly test
the soldier’s resolution, but the years of peace, when many
voi ces offering many counsels, bew | der and confound him|[her].”
CGCeneral Matthew Ri dgway
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